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BILL SUMMARY: Sex Offenders: Social Networking 

 
This bill would require a person who is required to register as a sex offender to inform the law enforcement 
agency or agencies with which he or she last registered of all of his or her online addresses, e-mail 
addresses, and instant messaging user names no later than December 31, 2011, and, thereafter, at the 
time of original registration and within 30 days of establishing a new online account.  This bill would also 
provide that any violation of these requirements is a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment in a county 
jail, by a fine, or by both imprisonment and a fine.   
 
FISCAL SUMMARY 
 
This bill would have no fiscal impact on the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation. 
 
According to the Department of Justice (DOJ), this measure would result in the need for additional overtime 
expenditures, totaling $21,000 General fund, to conduct necessary changes to Livescan software and to 
process additional submissions related to electronic messaging information.  The DOJ also estimates that it 
would need one-time funding totaling $383,000 General Fund to hire consultants who will analyze and 
develop new database fields and rules associated with this measure.    
 
According to the Judicial Council, to the extent the new crime created by this measure creates new 
caseload, there would be an increased courts backlog and therefore increased pressure on the General 
Fund to support these increases.   
 
Any local government costs resulting from the mandate in this measure would not be state-reimbursable, 
because the mandate only involves the definition of a crime or the penalty for conviction of a crime.   
 
COMMENTS 
 
The Department of Finance is opposed to this measure as it would result in additional General Fund costs 
at a time when the state is facing a budget deficit.   
 
Existing law requires persons who have been convicted of specified crimes, and other persons as required 
by a court, to register as a sex offender.  Existing law also sets forth the procedure for doing so and 
provides that a violation of the sex offender registration law is a crime, punishable as specified.  
 
This bill would require a person who is required to register as a sex offender to inform the law enforcement 
agency or agencies with which he or she last registered of all of his or her online addresses, e-mail 
addresses, and instant messaging user names no later than December 31, 2011, and, thereafter, at the 
time of original registration and within 30 days of establishing a new online account.  This bill would also 
provide that any violation of these requirements is a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment in a county 
jail, by a fine, or by both imprisonment and a fine.   
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 SO (Fiscal Impact by Fiscal Year) 

Code/Department LA (Dollars in Thousands) 
Agency or Revenue CO PROP       Fund 
Type RV 98 FC  2009-2010 FC  2010-2011 FC  2011-2012 Code 
5225/Corr & Rehab SO No ------------------- No/Minor Fiscal Impact ------------------- 0001 
0250/Jud Branch SO No ---------------------- See Fiscal Summary ---------------------- 0001 
0820/Justice SO No   --  C $404 C $21 0001 

 
 
 
 


